
Summer Reading List 2017-2018 
 

Students are required to read a minimum of two books during the summer. All students 
have one required title based on their grade level (see directly below) and one book of 
their choice from the list of twenty-five Battle of the Books titles. 

 
Flush by Carl Hiaasen - Students Entering 6th Grade  

 
 
 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition) by William 
Kamkwanba & Bryan Mealer  Students Entering 7th Grade 

 
 
 

The Martian (Classroom Edition) by Andy Weir Students Entering 8th 
Grade 

 
You are encouraged to take notes while reading your required grade level book. A 
Note-taking Guide and a Chapter Summary sheet are available to help you organize 
your thoughts. The Science department teachers will have an assessment or 
assignment for you shortly after you start school in September. If you have read the 
book and taken a few notes, you should be able to successfully complete the 
assignment. 
 

Battle of the Books Titles  
 

Stand Tall by Joan Bauer (Fiction, 192 pages) 
Tree, a six-foot-three-inch twelve-year-old, copes with his parents' recent 
divorce and his failure as an athlete by helping his grandfather, a Vietnam 
vet and recent amputee, and Sophie, a new girl at school. 

 
Strike Three, You’re Dead (Lenny & the Mikes Series) by Josh Berk 
(Fiction - Mystery, Sports, 272 pages) 
Lenny Norbeck wins his dream job of announcing an inning of a baseball 
game, but before he gets to announce, a young pitcher literally drops dead 
on the mound. Lenny and his friends (the Mikes) set out to investigate.  
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http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3008510/File/Migration/sr-notetakingguide.pdf
http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3008510/File/Migration/sr-chaptersummaryform.pdf


 
The Iron Trial (Magisterium Series #1) by Holly Black and Cassandra 
Clare (Fiction - Fantasy & Magic, 304 pages) 
Most kids would do anything to pass the Iron Trial, but Callum Hunt wants 
to fail. All his life, Call has been warned by his father to stay away from 
magic. If he succeeds at the Iron Trial and is admitted into the 
Magisterium, he is sure it can only mean bad things. 

 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne (Fiction, 224 pages) 
Berlin, 1942 — When Bruno returns home from school one day, he 
discovers that his belongings are being packed in crates. While exploring 
his new environment, he meets another boy whose life and circumstances 
are very different to his own. 

 
The Hive Detectives: Chronicle of a Honey Bee Catastrophe 
(Scientists in the Field Series) by Loree Griffin Burns (Nonfiction, 
80 pages) In this dramatic and enlightening story, readers explore 
the lives of the insects and learn what might happen to us if they 
were gone. The author profiles bee wranglers and bee scientists who 
have been working to understand colony collapse disorder, or CCD.  

 
Awkward by Svetlana Chmakova (Graphic Novel - Fiction, 224 pages) 
Rule #1: Don't get noticed by the mean kids. Rule #2: Seek out groups with 
similar interests and join them. When the the art club and science club go 
to war, Peppi, the new girl, realizes that sometimes you have to break the 
rules to survive middle school! 
 

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis (Historical Fiction, 272 pages) 
Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the 
Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search of the 
man he believes to be his father—the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway 
of Grand Rapids. 
 
The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog (Hank the Cowdog 
Series #1) by John R. Erickson (Fiction - Mystery, 127 pages)  
Hank the Cowdog, Head of Ranch Security, is framed for the murder of a 
chicken and becomes an outlaw with the coyotes. 
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90 Miles to Havana by Enrique Flores-Galbis (Fiction, 304 pages) 
When Julian's parents make the heartbreaking decision to send him and his 
two brothers away from Cuba to Miami via the Pedro Pan operation, the 
boys are thrust into a new world where bullies run rampant and it’s not clear 
how best to protect themselves. 

 
 

Pictures of Hollis Woods by Patricia Reilly Giff (Fiction, 176 pages) 
When Hollis is sent to Josie, an elderly artist who is quirky and 
affectionate, she wants to stay. But Josie is growing more forgetful every 
day. If Social Services finds out, they’ll take Hollis away. 

 
 

Tall Story by Candy Gourlay (Fiction, 304 pages) Sixteen-year-old 
Bernardo, who is eight feet tall and suffers from a condition called 
Gigantism, leaves the Philippines to live with his mother's family in London, 
much to the delight of his thirteen-year-old half sister Andi, a passionate 
basketball player. 

 
Football Genius (Football Genius Series #1) by Tim Green (Fiction - 
Sports, 272 pages)  Troy, a sixth-grader with an unusual gift for predicting 
football plays before they occur, attempts to use his ability to help his 
favorite team, the Atlanta Falcons, but he must first prove himself to the 
coach and players. 

 
December Stillness by Mary Downing Hahn (Historical Fiction, 192 
pages) Fourteen-year-old Kelly tries to befriend Mr. Weems, a disturbed, 
homeless Vietnam War veteran who spends his days in her suburban 
library, though the man makes it clear he wants to be left alone. 

 
 I Am David by Anne Holm (Historical Fiction, 256 pages) After escaping 

from an Eastern European concentration camp where he has spent most 
of his life, a twelve-year-old boy struggles to cope with an entirely strange 
world as he flees northward to freedom in Denmark. 

 
Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice by Phillip Hoose (Nonfiction - 
Biography, 160 pages)  An account of fifteen-year-old Claudette Colvin, 
an African-American girl who refused to give up her seat to a white 
woman on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama, nine months 
before Rosa Parks, and covers her role in a crucial civil rights case. 
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Titanic: Voices from the Disaster by Deborah Hopkinson (Non fiction, 
304 pages)  Draws on stories from survivors and archival photographs to 
describe the history of the "Titanic" from its launch to its sinking. 

 
 

One for the Murphy’s by Lynda Mullaly Hunt (Fiction, 256 pages) Carley, a 
foster child, moves in with the Murphys, and is blindsided by this loving, 
bustling family. Despite her resistance, the Murphys eventually show her 
what it feels like to belong—until her mother wants her back and Carley has 
to decide where and how to live.  

 
Travel Team by Mike Lupica (Fiction - Sports, 304 pages) 
After he is cut from his travel basketball team—the very same team that his 
father once led to national prominence—twelve-year-old Danny Walker 
forms his own team of cast- offs that might have a shot at victory. 

 
The False Prince (Ascendance Trilogy Series #1) by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
(Fiction - Fantasy, 352 pages)  In the country of Carthya, a devious 
nobleman engages four orphans in a brutal competition to be selected to 
impersonate the king's long-missing son in an effort to avoid a civil war. 

 
Big Nate: Mr. Popularity by Lincoln Peirce (Graphic Novel - Fiction, 224 
pages) Nate’s decided to run for office! Will he triumph over the more 
popular kids? With Francis’s help, he might just have a winning chance!  

 
Shooting Kabul by N.H. Senzai (Fiction, 288 pages) 
Escaping from Taliban-controlled Afghanistan in the summer of 2001, 
eleven-year-old Fadi and his family immigrate to the San Francisco Bay 
Area, where Fadi schemes to return to the Pakistani refugee camp where 
his little sister was accidentally left behind. 

Surviving the Applewhites by Stephanie S. Tolan (Fiction, 240 pages) 
Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the arty 
and eccentric Applewhite family's Creative Academy, where he discovers 
talents and interests he never knew he had. 
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Three Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage (Fiction - Mystery, 336 
pages)Washed ashore as a baby in tiny Tupelo Landing, North Carolina, 
Mo LoBeau, now eleven, and her best friend Dale turn detective when the 
amnesiac Colonel, owner of a café and co-parent of Mo with his cook, 
Miss Lana, seems implicated in a murder. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dollhouse Murders by Betty Ren Wright (Fiction - Mystery, 149 
pages)  A dollhouse filled with a ghostly light in the middle of the night, and 
dolls that have moved from where she last left them, lead Amy and her 
mentally handicapped sister to unravel the mystery surrounding grisly 
murders that took place years ago. 
 
I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the 
World (Young Readers Edition) by Malala Yousafzai (Nonfiction - 
Biography, 256 pages) 
Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of 
her region. They said girls couldn't go to school. Malala was taught to stand 
up for what she believes. So she fought for her right to be educated.  
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